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MEMOIR 


OF 


PRINCE ALBERT 


OF SAXE COBURG. 


We are exceedingly well-pleased to be able to present our readers 
with a portrait of an illustrious personage who has within the last few 
days become an object of great interest to the people of the British em- 
pire, from the circumstance of, his having been authoritatively an- 
nounced as the future consort of our young and Gracious QuEEN. 

So long ago as August last it was pretty generally reported that such 
would be the case ; and, although positively denied by the ' ministerial 
newspapers, the belief in the accuracy of the report gained fresh strength 
from the visit to England, of His Majesty the King of the Belgians, and 
the subsequent arrival here of the: young Prince Albert ‘himself. 

Immediately after His Serene Highness’s departure from this country, 
Her Masegsry caused all her privy council to be summoned for Saturday, 
the 23d of November; and eighty-three members having assembled at 
Buckingham Palace on that day accordingly, Her Majxzsty was graci- 
ously pleased to make the following communication to them : 


“‘ T have caused you to be summoned at the present time, in order that 
I] may acquaint you with my resolution in a matter which deeply con- 
cerns the welfare of my people, and the happiness of my future life. 

* It is my intention to ally myself in marriage with the Prince Al- 
bert of Saxe Coburg and Gotha. Deeply impressed with the solemnity 
of the engagement which I am about to contract, I have not come to 
this decision without mature consideration, nor without feeling a strong 
- assurance, that with the blessing of Almighty God, it will at once se- 
- Cure my domestic felicity and serve the interests of my country. 

Dec.— vow. LV. NO. CONXVIIL. b 
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“‘T have thought fit to make this resolution known to you-at the 
earliest period, in order that you may be fully apprized of a matter so 
highly important to me and to my kingdom, and which I persuade my- 
self will be most acceptable to all my loving subjects.” 

Whereupon all the Privy Councillors present made it their humble 
request to Her Majesty, that Her Majesty's most gracious declaration 
to them might be made public; which Her Mayesry was pleased to 
order accordingly. 


“ C. C, GreviLue.” 


The following genealogical table, derived from the first volume of 
The Royal Register, will show the connexion which exists between our 
Sovereign and her intended consort. 


SAXE-COBURG GOTHA. 


RELIGIonN—PROTESTART. 


REIGNING DUKE. 


Ernest, born January 2, 1784, succeeded his father Francis, Duke of Saxe- 
Saalfield Coburg, on December 9, 1806, in that duchy, created by the second 
convention of Paris, Prince Lichtenburg, and by the convention of November 
12, 1826, Duke of Saxe-Coburg Gotha. His Highness married July 31, 1817, 
Louisa, daughter of Augustus, Duke of Saxe-Gotha Altenburg (from whom he 
is separated ), and has issue— 

Ernest, hereditary prince, born June 21, 1818. 

ALBERT, born August 26, 1819. 


BROTUERS AND SISTERS OF THE DUKE- 


Ferdinand George, born March 28, 1785, lieutenant-field-marshal in the 
Austrian service, and propriétaire of the 8th regiment of hussars ; married Ja- 
nuary 2, 1816, Maria, daughter of Prince Francis Joseph, of Kohary, born 
July 2, 1797, and bas issue— 

Ferdinand, born October 29, 1816 ; married to the Queen of Portugal. 
Augustus, born June 13, 1818. 

Leopold, born January 31, 1824. 

Victoria. born February 14, 1822. 

Leopold George, born December 16, 1790; espoused May 2, 1816, Her 
Royal Highness Princess Charlotte of Wales, only daughter of His Majesty, 
King George [V. of Great Britain and Ireland. The lamented princess died 
November 6, 1817,—King of the Belgians. 
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Sophia Frederica, born August 19, 1778; married Febraary 22, 1804, to 
Count Emanuel de Mensdorf, chamberlain to the emperor, major-general in 
the Austrian service, and governor of the fortress of Mentz. 

Juliana Henrietta, born September 23, 1781 ; married February 26, 1796, to 
the Grand-Duke Constantine of Russia, from whom Her Highness’ was sepa- 
rated, April 2, 1820. 

Victoria Maria Louisa, born August 17, 1786 ; married December 21, 1803, 
to Enrich Charles, Prince of Leiningen, by whom (who died July 4, 1814) she 
has issue— 

Charles Frederick, born September 15, 1804, present Prince Leiningen ; 
married February 13, 1829, Maria, daughter of the late Count Maximi 
lian of Klebelsberg. 

Anne Feodorowna, born December 7, 1807 ; married February 8, 1828, to 
Ernest Christian Charles, present Prince of Hohenlohe-Langenburg. 

Her Highness espoused, secondly, July 11, 1818, His Royal Highness Ed- 
ward, Duke of Kent, fourth son of King George III. of Great Britain; by 
whom (who died January 23, 1820) she has an only child, 


QUEEN ALEXANDRINA VICTORIA, 
Born May 24, 1819. 


MOTHER OF THE DUKE, 


Duchess-dowager Augusta Caroline, daughter of Henry XXIV., Prince of 
Reuss Ebersdorf, born January 19, 1757; married June 13, 1777. 


Prince Ferpinanp Georce has embraced the Roman Catholic relie 
gion, and all His Highness’schildren have been brought up in that faith, 
but the elder branch of his illustrious House has continued faithfully 
attached to Protestantism from the time of the Reformation. 

In an empire like England it is impossible, as it would be unfortu- 
nate if it were possible, that upon all great political questions there 
should not exist great differences of opinion ; for it is most essential to 
the well-being and safety of the Constitution, that public measures and 
public men should be subjected to the judgment and criticisms of all 
parties ; but in a matter like that of which we now venture to speak, 
the PEOPLE can entertain but one general feeling, one universal hope 
for the welfare and happiness of Her, who, let what party may prevail, 
or what politics predominate, is Monarcu of us all. 

Those who were present, describe the manner in which Her Magzsty 
made the important communication, we have just given, to the council, 
as most impressive and interesting. The emotion natural to a highly- 
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born, and highly-educated young lady upon such an occasion and under 
such circumstances, was subdued by a sense of the great duty she had 
to perform; and although it was impossible for her entirely to conceal 
the workings of her feminine feelings during the delivery of the ad- 
dress, her manner was characterized by a calmness which rivetted the 
attention, and a mild dignity which commanded the respect and vene- 
ration of the assemblage of great and good men by whom, upon that 
particular occasion, Her Majesty was surrounded. 

That every domestic happiness may attend Her Masrsry, and that 
the happiness and prosperity of the country may be proportionably 
increased by the approaching nuptials of the Queen with Prince 
Axnert, we humbly and sincerely hope and trust. It is said that the 
marriage will take place earlier than is generally supposed, or has been 
publicly stated. Let it happen when it may, our Queen will be fol- 
lowed to the altar by the prayers and best wishes of her inherently 
loyal and affectionate PEOPLE. 





